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Kai Nieminen: Sinfonia Nro 1 "La Selva"

Kai Niemisen ensimmaiisen sinfonian (2013) siemen kylvettiin jo vuonna 2001, kun Patrick Gallois
kantaesitti Italiassa Niemisen ensimmaisen soitinkonserton (huilukonsertto "Palomar" (2001)).
Tuolloin kiyty keskustelu mahdollisesta sinfoniasta realisoitui, kun Gallois’sta tuli Jyviskylin
kapellimestari, ja orkesteri tilasi Niemiseltd sinfonian Teoston sivellystilaustoimikunnan apurahan
tukemana.

Saveltdjan mukaan sinfonian muotoutumiseen on vaikuttanut luvun seitsemin sisaltama mystiikka.
Savellyksessi on seitsemin osaa, joissa vaeltaa seitsemin teemaa. Lisaksi Niemistd kiehtovat
vastakohtaisuudet, kuten pohjoisen luonnon pimeys ja rauha revontulineen vastaan Italian luonnon
valoisuus ja vilkkaus. Ensimmaiinen osa muutti muotoaan vield aivan ennen kantaesitysti, kun
saveltdjd herasi keskeltd Kortepohjan ylle noussutta sumua (it. nebbia), joka tahtoi padstd osaksi
uutta sinfoniaa. Viidennessi osassa Niemiselle laheinen lintuaihe esiintyy piccolohuilun soittamana.
Viimeisen osan esitysohje viittaa pelkoon (it. paura).

Kai Nieminen: Symphony No. 1 "La Selva"

Kai Nieminen's first symphony (2013) was first discussed as early as in 2001, when Patrick Gallois
gave the premiere of Nieminen's flute concerto "Palomar" (2001) in Italy. The symphony discussion
materialized a couple of years later, as Gallois was named the Music Director of the Jyviskyla
Sinfonia of Nieminen's hometown. The symphony was commissioned by the Jyviskyla Sinfonia,
with funds provided by copyright society Teosto's commissioning grant committee.

According to the composer, digit 7 and the mysticism contained within it, have formed the
symphony. There are seven movements with seven themes. In addition, Nieminen is interested in
opposites: the darkness and tranquility with northern lights contra the vividity and intense light of
the Italian nature. The first movement was changed right before the premiere, as the composer woke
up in his Jyviskyld home, engulfed in fog that had formed. The fog — nebbia in Italian — wanted to be
a part of the symphony. In the fifth movement piccolo presents a bird-song-like theme, these are
Nieminen's favourite kind of themes. The designation of the last movement refers to fear (paura in
[talian).



Instruments

2 Flutes (I = Piccolo, II = Alto Flute)
Oboe
English Horn

Clarinet in Bb

Bass Clarinet in Bb
2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F
2 Trumpets in C

Timpani

Percussion (1 player)
Bass Drum, Crotales, Tubular Bells,
Temple Blocks, Vibraphone

Celesta

Harp

Strings

The score is written in C.
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*) play bars 67-86 in independent tempo of other instruments, like bird
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