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Einar Englund: Symphony No. 4 *Nostalgic’ (1976)
New edition 2016

First performance: Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra, October 26, 1976, Helsinki. Jorma Panula, dir.

Strumenti dell'orchestra:

Percussione (3 esecutori): | Timpani, Temple Blocks
I Raganella, Xylophone, Tamburo piccolo, Glockenspiel, Tamburello basco
Il Tubular bells, Triangle, Gran cassa, Crotales

Celesta
Archi

Durata: 23'

Englund's Symphony No. 4 was written to a commission from the Finnish Broadcasting Company to be
performed at the composer's 60th birthday concert. The work is dedicated "to the memory of a great artist."
This dedication, according to Englund, can refer to any great creative genius in the history of music,
although the actual motivation for writing the work was the news of Shostakovich's death. The influence of
Shostakovich is here clearer than anywhere in Englund's music. At the same time, Englund's fourth
symphony is a very personal work. It has a nostalgic and resigned mood which characterizes so many of his
later works. The introvert character of the music shows itself in the reduced size of the orchestra, which
contains only strings and percussion.

The work begins with an intensive, heavy and elegiac Prelude (Adagio). The second movement, sub-titled
Tempus fugit, is a Protean Scherzo (Allegro assai); it is the only movement in the work which is fast
throughout. The tolling of the bells and the clockwork-like ticking of the string pizzicati are symbolic for the
brevity of existence, according to the composer. Nostalgia (Andante) contains the most touching music in the
symphony. The veiled reference to Sibelius's Tapiola is, as Englund relates, "a memory from that
unforgettable moment in the summer of 1941 when Sibelius devoted two hours of his time to encourage a
young composer.” At its frailest, this gavotte of fairy-tale sparkle seems to go even further back, to
childhood, although the composer said that he had his daughter, the aspiring ballerina, in mind. The last
movement beings as a light and airy Intermezzo (Allegretto grazioso), but quietens gradually into the dark
submission of the Epilogue.

To celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the composer's birth in 2016, Fennica Gehrman brings out this new
edition based on the composer's manuscript.

ISMN 979-0-55011-278-0
Performance material is available for hire
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