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1. O yem — nosThI, MoGOBHKKH, TToNKoBOAIKI? (So what have you to say, O poet, general, lover?) ... 1
2. Word Stress ... 44
3. Prosody (BWV 1011 & Bergman) Kaija Saariaho in memoriam ... 62

The word “prosody” refers to the musical properties of speech: rhythm, pitch, stress and pauses. So surely music
is actually prosody, i.e. speech without the semantic dimension? This fascinating thought was the basic premise
for my violin concerto. The title Prosoidia is the original, Greek form of the word. The concerto was commis-
sioned jointly by the BBC Symphony Orchestra, the Lahti Symphony Orchestra and Norrlandsoperan. My warm
thanks go to the soloist, Illya Gringolts, for his collaboration over both the commission and the moulding of the
solo part.

[ began drafting my concerto in spring 2022, shortly after Russia launched its brutal assault on neighbouring
Ukraine. The war made — and still makes — me feel very sad, helpless and frustrated. As the motto for my concerto
I chose a pacifist line penned by the Russian Marina Tsvetayeva. As the First World War raged in 1915, she
wrote:

No need for people anywhere on earth to struggle.
Look — it is evening, look, it is nearly night:
What have you to say, O poet, general, lover?

The first movement of the concerto, O uem — noamei, 0608HUKU, noK080OYbI? (So what have you to say, O
poet, general, lover?) features linguistic performance instructions inspired by prosody, such as parlando (like
speaking) and sussurrando (like whispering). The second movement, Word Stress, alludes both to Finnish and to
a language, Hungarian, that is a hobby of mine; in both, the stress is always on the first syllable of a word. This
movement also affords a glimpse of a folk song arrangement I made, and through it my relationship to the violin,
which I briefly studied as a youngster, and specifically in Hungary.

In reflecting on prosody, I was also reminded of a scene from the film Viskningar och rop (Cries & Whispers)
directed by Ingmar Bergman. Two sisters begin to speak to each other again after many years’ silence, and the
moment is full of charge and consolation. Bergman fades the speech until it is no longer audible and replaces it
with the Sarabande movement from the fifth Bach solo cello suite. The emotional, melancholy third movement
of my concerto is in fact called Prosody (BWV 1011 & Bergman), and the listener may well detect echoes of
material from Bach’s Sarabande. I have dedicated the movement to the memory of my former teacher Kaija

Saariaho, who died in June 2023.

Lotta Wennikoski






Lontano J = 52-54

Commissioned by BBC Radio 3, Lahti Symphony Orchestra and Norrlandsoperan
and first performed in the Barbican Hall, London by Ilya Gringolis
with the BBC Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Roderick Cox

PROSOIDIA

Concerto for violin and orchestra

1. O yeMm — O3 THI, JJIOOOBHUKH, MOJKOBOAILI?
(So what have you to say, O poet, general, lover?)

LOTTA WENNAKOSKI (2022-23)
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(Un pochissimo meno mosso, molto ritmico)
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Winds: hum randomly bocca chiusa without the instrument -

as if humming with the solo violin
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Ancora meno mosso (J = 100-104), pesante sempre
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*trill with different fingering for (almost) the same pitch
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change to Alto Flute

}

K

)

fio

)

L
o he

Py
L 4

g

VO He g
D

i

/111
e

Yy
hui)

il

PO 1y

® &
o o |

A

"fall" (big band style)
"fall" (big band style)
"fall" (big band style)

be~

"fall" (big band style)

P — —3__—

ohe
WO > ohe

he

il

a2

be

e o
1o

I

L&

be

I

| —

—3—
€
;t re

[

LE2
A

v

N

/e’
\3

—

[ -

N

| 3 ——

4

/e
S
—

-

}

-t

\3

v

/’

=

it
>

NG

freely up with octaves

[*
.
H.

j -

gy

bl

|

he

be

te

S —

te
s
ge
3
E

A

\

1

»

=

»
— ®

4

\S

»
— ®

\_*

v

) -

\S

»
— ®
—3—

[

}

.

Ve VeV VE-
b‘:‘\jy

S
b g

"y
h

-

gy

bl

£l
e

b

[h

[

IAY

\_*

) -

o

\&

a g

mf

[

e
fe

mf

Tam-tam - Bass dr.

-

gy

h=
koY

%
£ 3
%
y/
%
%
%
%
%

[n

mf

£
=

-—

—

£

#
soft beaters

I 2

horg

7o
-

P
Cymbal

#

¢z

mp

be
.
"4

mp

<
L7

e

_te

0
0H
Y 40
0

Y i
p 4

Y i
p 4

[ S——]
v
AN"4
[ ——
Y
&y
AN
)

3 E
&y
AN
D #
<V

Y 40
&y
AN
111

1]

111

111
&y

Picc.

CL.1 (Bb)
Bsn. 1
Bsn. 2
Hn. 1 (F)
Hn. 2 (F)
Tpt. 1 (C)
Perc.1
Perc.2
Harp

}

te

I

'S

T —4
T ;

T

H

N

~

=i

~

=i

RS
=i
'\i

o v~

)

o
e

o

~

e

b

~

InY

=

=
(m
-

=i

P
§

-

arco

ric.
te
mf

7o

i

Prm—

¥

> 4
¥ 4l

o e

{2y
AN74
{2y
AN
%)
1103

y 4l

Vin 1
Vin II
Vla
Ve.



62

3. Prosody (BWV 1011 & Bergman)
Kaija Saariaho in memoriam

42-48
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Tempo di movimento, gentile
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