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Erkki-Sven Tuur

Erkki-Sven Tuir (b. 1959) studied composition with Jaan Raats
at the Estonian Academy of Music and then privately with Lepo
Sumera for a year following his graduation in 1984.

In his early works, Tuir blended elements from Renaissance
and Baroque music and progressive rock. Since the late 1980°s
he has been interested in juxtaposing tonal and atonal spheres
within individual works and has developed a personal idiom which,
standing well apart from diffident postmodernist irony or nostalgic
admiration of the music of past times, has enabled him to forge
genuine dramatic tensions. At the heart of his music can be heard
both the human anxiety and fin-du-siécle optimism of our late 20th
century times.

Tir is one of the most giffed composers to come out of
Estonia and his international position is well established. His works
have been performed in Russia, the Baltic states, Scandinavia,
England, France, Germany, the USA, Canada and Australia.

He has won the annual Estonian Music Prize with four of his major
works: the oratorio Ante finem saeculi (1985), the Symphony
No. 2 (1987), the mass Lumen et cantus (1989) and Zeitraum
for symphony orchestra (1992). Other significant works are the
seven chamber works in the Architectonics series (1984-1992)
and Requiem (1994)

Merike Vaitmaa

Action - Passion - lllusion

Action is a vigorous movement with two parallel developments:
the material, consisting of 8th notes ff and 16th notes pp, follows
rather different paths. Passion is built up from the slow filling

of space, from double bass and cellos in the lowest register to
sound clusters for the violins in the high register. lllusion deconstructs
a Baroque motif.
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Action - Passion - Illusion

for string orchestra

¢ - 140 I Action ERKKI-SVEN TUUR (1994)
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