EINOJUHAN!I
RAUTAVAARA

AUTUMN
GARDENS

Syksyn puutarhat
(1999)

for orchestra

1 l,hj
N *m\m CHAP/:{? y

4
W

WARNER/CHAPPELL MUSIC
FINLAND OY
A Warner Music Group Compan




Einojuhani Rautavaara

Autumn Gardens (1999)

I have often likened the composer to a gardener: both are observers and overseers
of organic growth rather than builders or assemblers of ready parts and elements.

| would, furthermore, like my compositions to resemble an "English garden", free-
growing and organic, as opposed to a "French garden", geometrically trimmed in
angular shapes. These sentiments are possibly due to the fact that the work was
commissioned by a British orchestra for an English festival.

The name of the work is a quotation from the libretto of my opera The House of the
Sun: ".. like a butterfly in a dark autumn garden...". The motif to which these words
are sung is the theme for the variations in the first movement. Their texture gradually
grows and becomes denser. Following on without a break is a slow, poetic movement
of even rhythms and dynamics. The quick, lively finale begins giocoso e leggiero. But
autumn is also a time of colour, and of death. At the end the music thus turns into a
festive dance con grandezza. Maybe it bears the echo of a sarabande to the dying
splendour of summer — or as T. S. Eliot put it: "late roses filled with early snow".

Einojuhani Rautavaara
English translation by Susan Sinisalo

Autumn Gardens - Syksyn puutarhat (1999)

Olen usein verrannut s@veltdmistd puutarhurin tyéhdn: molemmissa seurataan ja
P I
valvotaan orgaanista kasvua - ei niinkéén rakenneta tai kokoonpanna valmiista osista
p

ja elementeista. Haluaisin myds sévellykseni muistuttavan niin sanottua "englantilaista
puutarhaa", vapaasti kasvavaa ja orgaanista, erotukseksi "ranskalaisesta puutarhasta”,
geometriseksi leikatusta ja kulmikkaasta. Noihin ajatuksiin johti ehka se, ettd teos oli
brittildisen orkesterin tilaus englantilaiselle festivaalille.

Savellyksen nimi on pergisin Auringon talo -oopperani libretosta, sanoista "...kuin
syksyn mustan puutarhassa perhonen...". Motiivi, jolla nuo sanat lauletaan, on teemana
ensimmdisen osan muunnelmissa. Niiden tekstuuri kasvaa ja tihentyy asteittain. llman
taukoa seuraa rytmisesti ja dynaamisesti tasainen, runollinen hidas osa. Eloisa, nopea
finaali avautuu giocoso e leggiero. Mutta syksy on myos ruskan, varien ja kuoleman
aikaa. Niinpd lopussa musiikki muuttuu jublalliseksi tanssiksi con grandezza. Ehké
silloin kuullaan sarabande kesén kuolevalle kukoistukselle — eli T. S. Eliotin sanoilla
"late roses filled with early snow" — mydhdiset ruusut taynna varhaista lunta.

Einojuhani Rautavaara



Strumenti dell'orchestra

2 Flauti

2 Oboi

2 Clarinetfi in Sib

2 Fagofti

2 Corni in Fa

Batteria: Glockenspiel
Tubular bells
Xylofono
4 Tom-tom
Vibrafono
Timpani
Tam-tam

Archi



to celebrate its 25th Anniversary in 1999,

Commissioned by the Scottish Chamber Orchestra
with financial support from the Scottish Arts Council,

Steel Charitable Trust and Neles Controls Limited

Autumn Gardens

EINOJUHANI RAUTAVAARA (1999)
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