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Einar Englund’s Violin Concerto might be described as innocently lyrical. It is in three movements. The first, Allegro

moderato, sounds a challenge, a combination of five notes which constitutes the motto of the work, and to this the

violin replies. After an interlude from the orchestra, the violin plays the main theme which leads on to the widely spaced

intervals of the central section. These in turn provide the ingredients of the final part of the movement.

Of the second and third movements the composer writes: “The slow movement (Moderato) is in three parts. After a

powerful introduction the music becomes hushed and the solo violin weaves a pattern of long melodic curves. The
rondo-like finale (Allegro molto) might perhaps be compared to a Mozartian allegro, advancing from beginning to end
in the same tempo with the lightness of a feather. Only the cadenza offers the necessary contrast.”

The concerto was written in the summer of 1981 when Englund was spending the summer on the island of Gotland.in

Sweden. The work was commissioned by The Association of Finnish Symphony Orchestras.
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Dedicato a Jouko Tolonen

CONCERTO

per violino ed orchestra

EINAR ENGLUND (1981)

Allegro moderato
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